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!..lear J?l'ofe sor :.io Horteca , 

1be subjcet of s~ontancous enee)halitis 
i n r'abbi ts in tel'es ts me and 1 am. t:rying to f in(i. 
anSY;.1'8 fa::: tV!O qUéstions yet.-<:..1dins it . :'irst , ,'h.sther 
the disease is sharply restrietea in its e;eograrhie 
distribution , a~d s~conQ , ~hether the causativa 
Ioliero Qreani ..,T!1S 1lP.ve invaded our l¿ bOl'e. tor;}' ani als 
(mice as w 11 as l'abbi ts) compare.tively rccently? 

1 thou[h an.imé:üs suffer' in¿; fron the eliseas e 

often fail to exhibi t "'ny clinic~~l S.1'TIlrto"-"s , pJ.Ícroscopic 
..:.xamim..tion of their br:.:-ln::: :.'ev::;cls pronounced 
per i vascular meninge~ 1 ) rü.be!)endYl.lal e_11(l focal 
infiltro tions of mononuc l~~r cells , frequently 
aCCOlr'l2:)2.nie by necrosis . Indeed , the les ions are so 
ve1'Y conspicuous tnat i t i~ (Ufficul t to ims.gine 1:::r¡~r 

t hey have only so :r:ecently b,~8n o.e2cribed unless the 
disease it~elf is of recent origin o Particulerly does 
thlt s seeH to me to be t:ae case because the rabbi t ' s 
brain has been so c los~ly and repcatedly studied by 
n:mrologis ts • 

Unclel' thecc cir'CUI'll..tanceE 1 \"10n er "\'7hetbcr' 
you would be so kina as to tt:;ll me uhetJ.el' you or any of 
your associates observed lesion.., oi this kind bt:;fore 
so much attt:;ntion was directed to spontaneous 
cnc..::pc', 1itis i n rabbi ts 1in connection Fi t'l tho 
e:x:p0}'üutntal stuc:y of the virus of enccphali tis letho.re;ica ? 

.:"y fl'i~ncl, :Jr . Penfielt'l , has wri tten to me 
of your tinenes in allowin~ him tú .rork in your 
1&.1.>0' atory . 1 "\ ish that 1 mieht royself have an op::'Jortunity 
to call uIlon you e.nd pay my ccmrlÍl!lents on my r'eturn 
jotuney to revr York , but unfortunatcly tIJe tiMe é.t my 
ctis1Josal l7i11 not p<...:::'I!lÍ t of Ey ooinc; so . 1 can only hO!1C 
tlrt ~ou will soon have occ~sion to visit the United ~tates 
é'.m.. t:'1at 1 rrlFoy then hc1.Ve the ~llLpC!W:'e of m<:.etinL you . 

Yours sinc-le l y , 

Pl'oft:;S80r l . Jel io Hortega ,J 

Bio logic~l Laboratory , 
Unive:.s i ty of :;':é?clrid , 

_ _____ I.IADF Il) , Spain . 
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